
EXPANDING AND DIVERSIFYING 
CAREERS IN SUSTAINABLE 

FOOD SYSTEMS



Two Related Projects
Expanding and Diversifying Careers in Sustainable Food Systems 
Along the US-Mexico Border
NextGen Grant 
SDSU, $5 million 
July 2023 to June 2028

Funding opportunities
Contact Dr. Flores-Renteria

Binational Approaches to Sustainable Food Systems, 
HSI Educational Collaborative Grant 
SDSU & Mesa College, $1 million
September 2022 to August 2026

Funding opportunities
Contact Dr. Joassart-Marcelli



Who we are



About Us
Who We Are

An interdisciplinary team of SDSU 

faculty (from anthropology, biology, 

business, chemistry, food 

and nutrition sciences, food studies, 

geography, and urban studies) 

working in collaboration with USDA 

agencies, universities in Mexico 

(Baja and Oaxaca), and local 

partners, including farmers, 

nonprofits, community colleges, and 

high schools



Our Goals

To increase access to successful 
careers in food, agriculture and 
natural resources

To diversify the workforce

To recruit, support, and train future 
food, agriculture, and natural 
resource scientists and leaders

To help create more sustainable 
and equitable food futures
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What we hope to accomplish



Our Focus 
Forestry

Regenerative Agric ltu e, 
Sustainable Food Systems, 
and Food Sec rity 

Ethnobotany

Agroforestry

Inter-cropping

Native plants

Pest managemient
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Plant drought tolerance

Drought adaptation

Soil ecology
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1Composting �

�Aquaculture 

Hydroponics

Food waste diversion

Diet adaptation

Health

Nutritional quality of indigenous food

Community food security

Ethni1c & Indigenous cuisine

Diverse food cultures

Food Sovereignty

rr, Food distribution & retail

() Mobile farmers' markets

� Regional food hubs

� 0 Economic development

� \ 
Food and agriculture livelihoods

Urban agriculture



Our 
Activities
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Experiential Learning
Provide students with meaningful educational experiences 

through innovative classes, research, and internships that 

develop skills needed for successful careers in food, 

agriculture and natural resources

Student Support
To recruit and support students from historically excluded 

communities with scholarships and mentoring and create a 

pipeline between high schools, community colleges, and 

SDSU's undergraduate and graduate programs

Community Engagement
To engage students with community partners in sharing 

and co-producing knowledge through collaborative and 

interdisciplinary research
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How we will meet our goals



Garden 31,



High School collaboration
Creating pathways for FAHN



Team-taught 
interdisciplinary 

classes
Spring 2024

CAL 400
Transnational 

Approaches to Food 
Futures

Pascale Joassart-Marcelli

Eligible for Sustainable Food System 
Scholarship ($2000)

Contact Dr. Joassart-Marcelli

ENV S 496
Sustainable 
Agriculture
Stephen Welter

Taking the CAL400 class at SDSU provided me 
with an informed overview on the influence of 
government institutions in implementing 
transformational frameworks to incentivize 
moving the needle of global food systems. 



Independen
t research 
linked to 
classes

Community-Based 
Geographic 
Research 

+ 
Urban Agriculture 
and Environmental 

Justice
Dr. Pascale Marcelli

Geography

Fall 24 + Spring 25

GEOG 590
GEOG 499/798

GEOG 360
GEOG 499

Human Dimensions 
of Climate Change

+
Agroforestry & 

Climate Change 
Adaptation

Dr. Amy Quandt
Geography

GEOG 576/574
GEOG 499

Advanced 
Watershed Analysis

+
Mitigating water use 
and heat stress in IV

Dr. Trent Biggs
Geography

Eligible for NextGen Scholarship ($2000)
Contact Instructors



Faculty-led Short Summer Internships
1 to 3 weeks (exact dates TBA) Included in Sustainable Food System Scholarship ($2000) + travel expenses

Contact Dr. Joassart-Marcelli

Baja California
Edible Native Plants

Dr. Lluvia Flores Renteria

Biology

Oaxaca
Indigenous Food Practices

Dr. Ramona Pérez

Anthropology

San Diego
Urban Agriculture and 

Sustainable Food Science
Drs. John Love, Chemistry,  

& Changqi Liu, Food Science



Paid summer internships
International 6 to 8 weeks (exact dates TBA)

California & Baja California
Careers in Natural Resource
Drs. Lluvia Flores-Renteria & David Lipson

Biology

Eligible for NextGen Scholarship ($4500)
Contact Instructors

Oaxaca
Indigenous Food Practices

Dr. Ramona Pérez
Anthropology

Eligible for NextGen covered tuition 
Contact Instructor





California
Faculty-led summer internships

San Diego
Urban Agriculture / food 

waste
Dr. John Love 

Chemistry

San Diego
Sustainable Food 

Research
Dr. Changqi Liu 

Food Science

Eligible for NextGen Scholarship ($4500)
Contact Instructors

Food security
Brightside Produce 

SD
Dr. Iana Castro

Business



USDA summer internships
Eligible for NextGen Scholarship ($4500)

Contact Instructor

Albany, CA
USDA

Dr. Changqi Liu

Food Science



Research
Undergraduate and graduate 

students involved in our 

internships, classes, and 

independent study learn valuable 

skills by working on research 

projects, presenting at 

conferences, and preparing 

manuscripts for publications with 

faculty mentors.

Graduate students
Up to $15,000/year for MA/MS

Up to $30,000/year for PhD
Possible in-state tuition

Must be admitted at SDSU



EDUFAN Symposium: Every year

● Eight representatives from partner organizations 
participated in the event

● 21 SDSU students and four Mesa 
College students presented



Colloquium Series
Featuring research, local partners, and career events



Being a part of NextGen SDSU as a first generation Latina 
student has provided me with a wide range of opportunities 
and a strong community of support. I’m thankful for all the 
networking, conferences, projects, and research I have been 
able to participate in. It has been an amazing experience to 
connect with all the students and staff who care deeply 
about our future.

Victoria Joya Euceda

Testimonials
Being selected as a student representative to attend the 
USDA's 100th Annual Agricultural Outlook Forum was only 
possible for me because I was a NEXTGEN grant recipient, 
and the unique opportunity to meet, exchange ideas, and 
discuss timely issues at the forefront of America’s agriculture 
with producers, policymakers, business, government, and 
industry leaders was nothing short of a dream for me. 

Justin Wilken

 Participating in the USDA NextGen program has profoundly shaped my 
academic path and professional goals.   

                                                                          Judith Bross



Funding

Undergraduate 
Scholarship Internships
Up to $2,000/year

Sustainable Food 
System 

Scholarships
(CAL400 + summer 

internship)

Contact Dr. 
Joassart-Marcelli

Applications due 
12/1/24

Graduate 
StipendUp to $15,000/year for MA/MS
Up to $30,000/year for PhD
Possible in-state tuition
Must be admitted at SDSU 
(contact program of interest) 

Sustainable Food Systems
Application due 01/31/24

Contact Dr. Joassart
-Marcelli

Year-long 
Research 
Internships
Up to $2,000/year

NextGen
Rolling applications

Contact Dr. 
Flores-Renteria

Associated with 
GEOG 

360/574/499/798 
classes

NextGen
Rolling applications
Contact instructors

Summer 
Long Internships:
NextGen Stipend 

(up to $4000 + $500)

Application due in 
Spring

Short Internships:
Sustainable Food System 
Scholarship Application 

due 12/1/24

   Application due in 
Spring



Connect With Us
Contact Information

NextGen
Lluvia Flores-Renteria

lfloresrenteria@sdsu.edu

Sustainable Food Systems
Pascale Joassart-Marcelli

pmarcell@sdsu.edu

http://linktr.ee/nextgensdsu.
mailto:pmarcell@sdsu.edu


THANKS
Follow Us On Social Media: 

linktr.ee/nextgensdsu

Fall 2024

Listserv

https://linktr.ee/nextgensdsu

